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YIVO LIBRARY: SELECTED SOURCES ON ITS HISTORY
Z A C H A RY  M .  B A K E R

(a) The Vilna YIVO

Dina Abramowicz, “A pruv tsu shafn a natsyonaln bibliografishn tsenter far yidish: di bibliografishe tsentrale un 
di bibliografishe yorbikher fun yivo” (added title: “An Attempt to Create a National Bibliographic Center and The 
Bibliographic Yearbooks of YIVO”), in Yivo-bleter, yoyvl-band 46 (New York: YIVO, 1980), pp. 102-132. Includes 
English abstract.

Bibliografishe yorbikher fun yivo (added title: Yearbook of Yiddish Bibliography), vol. 1 – 1926 (Warsaw: Kultur-lige, 
1928). 

Cecile Esther Kuznitz, YIVO and the Making of Modern Jewish Culture (Cambridge University Press, 2014).

(b) The YIVO Library in New York

Dina Abramowicz, “The YIVO Library,” in Jewish Book Annual 1967/1968 (New York: JWB Jewish Book Council), pp. 
87-102.

Zachary M. Baker, “The Yiddish Collections of the YIVO Library: Their History, Scope, and Significance,” in The 
Yiddish Catalog and Authority File of the YIVO Library, edited and with introductions by Zachary M. Baker and 
Bella Hass Weinberg, vol. 1 (Boston: G. K. Hall, 1990), pp. v-xix.
(Reprinted in YIVO Annual, vol. 22 [Evanston: Northwestern University Press; New York: YIVO Institute for Jewish 
Research, 1995], pp. 253-273.)

Zachary M. Baker, “Getting in on the Ground Floor: Confessions of a Yiddish Impersonator” (Myer and Rosaline 
Feinstein Lecture, sponsored by the National Foundation for Jewish Culture; Association of Jewish Libraries annual 
conference, Cambridge, MA, June 2006): https://jewishlibraries.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Zachary-
Baker-.pdf. 

Alice Kessler Harris, “1048 Fifth Avenue,” in American Places: Encounters with History, edited by William E. 
Leuchtenburg (Oxford University Press, 2000), pp. 233-239.

Library of the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research: History and Highlights, [text and captions provided by Lyudmila 
Sholokhova and Aviva Astrinsky; editing and notes by Jonathan Brent] (New York: YIVO Institute for Jewish 
Research, 2012).
“This brochure has been published for the conference on the history of the YIVO library, December 11, 2012, to 
commemorate the 65th anniversary of the return of the YIVO and Strashun collections from Frankfurt am Main to 
YIVO’s New York headquarters in 1947.”

https://jewishlibraries.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Zachary-Baker-.pdf
https://jewishlibraries.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Zachary-Baker-.pdf
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Bella Hass Weinberg, “The Yiddish Author-Title Catalog of the YIVO Library: Development, Principles, and 
Arrangement,” in The Yiddish Catalog and Authority File of the YIVO Library, edited and with introductions by 
Zachary M. Baker and Bella Hass Weinberg, vol. 1 (Boston: G. K. Hall, 1990), pp. xx-xxix. 

Max Weinreich, History of the Yiddish Language, translated by Shlomo Noble, with the assistance of Joshua A. 
Fishman (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1980), index [by Bella Hass Weinberg]. Expanded edition: New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 2008.

(c) World War II and Its Aftermath

Dina Abramowicz, “The Library in the Vilna Ghetto,” in The Holocaust and the Book: Destruction and Preservation, 
edited by Jonathan Rose (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2001), pp. 165-170.

Lucy S. Dawidowicz, From That Place and Time: A Memoir, 1938-1947 (New York: Norton, 1989).

David E. Fishman, The Book Smugglers: Partisans, Poets, and the Race to Save Jewish Treasures from the Nazis 
(Lebanon, NH: University Press of New England, 2017).

(d) Two YIVO Librarians

M E N D L  E L K I N :

Yankev Birnboym, “Mendl Elkin,” in Leksikon fun der nayer yidisher literatur, vol. 6 (New York: Congress for Jewish 
Culture, 1965), cols. 596-601.
Online, with English translation, at: https://congressforjewishculture.org/people/2322/Elkin-Mendl-April-9-1874-
April-22-1962.

Mendl Elkin: tsu zayn zekhtsik-yorikn geboyrntog (New York: Yubiley-komitet, 1937).

“Mendel [sic] Elkin (1873-1962),” News of the Yivo / Yedies fun Yivo 83 (July 1962), pp. 1, 5.

Yudl Mark, “Mendl Elkin (tsu zayn tsentn yortsayt)” (added title: “Mendl Elkin: On the Occasion of His Tenth 
Anniversary”), in YIVO-bleter 46 (1973), pp. 292-295.

D I N A  A B RA M OW I C Z :

Dina Abramowicz, “The World of My Parents: Reminiscences,” in YIVO Annual, vol. 23 [Evanston: Northwestern 
University Press; New York: YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, 1996], pp. 105-157.

Zachary M. Baker, “Dina Abramowicz,” in Jewish Women’s Archive: https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/
abramowicz-dina. 

Jeff Sharlet, “Keeper of a Civilization,” The Book Peddler/Der Pakn-treger 21 (Spring 1996): 9–21.

(e) The Strashun Library and Khaykl Lunski:

Hirsz Abramowicz, “Khaykl Lunski un di Strashun bibliotek,” in his Farshvundene geshtaltn: zikhroynes un siluetn 
(added title: Figuras desaparecidas: recuerdos y siluetas) (Buenos Aires: Tsentral-farband fun di poylishe yidn in 
Argentine, 1958), pp. 93-99.
English translation in: Hirsz Abramowicz, Profiles of a Lost World: Memoirs of East European Jewish Life before 
World War II, translated by Eva Zeitlin Dobkin; edited by Dina Abramowicz and Jeffrey Shandler (Detroit: Wayne 

https://congressforjewishculture.org/people/2322/Elkin-Mendl-April-9-1874-April-22-1962
https://congressforjewishculture.org/people/2322/Elkin-Mendl-April-9-1874-April-22-1962
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/abramowicz-dina
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/abramowicz-dina
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State University Press, 1999), pp. 260-264.

Lunski, Khaykl, “Di Shtrashun [sic] bibliotek in Vilne,” in Vilne: a zamelbukh gevidmet der shtot Vilne, redaktirt fun 
Yefim Yeshurin (added title: Wilno; a book dedicated to the city of Wilno) (New York: Vilner brentsh 367 Arbeyter 
ring, 1935), pp. 273-287.
Biographical sketch, “Khaykel [sic] Lunski,” in the same volume, pp. 739-740.

Matityahu Strashun, 1817-1885: Scholar, Leader and Book Collector, [catalog authors, Aviva E. Astrinsky, Mordechai 
Zalkin] (New York: YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, 2001). “An exhibition presented by the YIVO Institute for 
Jewish Research, December 2001 at the Center for Jewish History.”

Dan Rabinowitz, The Lost Library: The Legacy of Vilna’s Strashun Library in the Aftermath of the Holocaust 
(Waltham, Massachusetts: Brandeis University Press, 2019).


